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3asBneHue B CBA3U C YyCUIIEHMEM pernpeccuin B OTHOWEHUM agBokaToB B Benapycu
M nuweHnem OMutpusa JlaeBCKOro agBoOKaTCKOro cratyca

C Havana MupHbIX MpoTecToB, BChbiXHYBWwWMX B 2020 rogy nocne OCYXAEHHbIX
MeXayHapoaHbIM coobLLeCcTBOM Npe3naeHTCKNX BbIGopoB, 3akoH B benapycu npespaTtuncs
B WHCTPYMEHT MOSIMTUYECKUX Penpeccuin, a afBokaTbl — B XEpTB MONIUTUYECKOrO
npecnenoBaHnsa. AABOKaTbl, Bblpaxarowme B3rnggpl, OTANYHbIE OT B3rNS40B LENCTBYOLLNX
BNacTen unm npeacraBnsawolLmMe B Cyaax y4aCcTHMKOB NPOTECTOB UK geaTenen onnosvumm,
nogBeprarTcss MOCTOSHHOMY [faBreHuto. Penpeccun npoTMB agBOKATOB  MPUHUMAKOT
pasnuyHble QOPMbI, BKITOYas YrofloBHOE MpecrefoBaHne, agMUHUCTPATUMBHbIE apecThl,
AvcuMnnMHapHble B3biCKaHus. 3a OecAaTb MecsiueB 6onee ABaguaTy agBOKATOB C aKTUBHOWM
npocpeccnoHanbHOM W rpaxgaHckon nosvumen B benapycu OGbinyv nuweHbl npaBa Ha
npodpeccuio.’

C rnybokum npuckopbruem crnegyet KoOHCTaTUpoBaTb pakT, YTO TrfaBHble OpraHbl
a[lBOKaTCKOro camoynpasneHuss B benapycu camm ctanu npoBOAHMKAMU LIEH3YPbl U MHbIX
penpeccmBHbIX MPaKTUK, a Takke B3ANM Ha cebs o06s3aHHOCTbL MO “4ncTke psgoB” OT
HeYyrofHbIX afBOKATOB. ApKOM UNnCcTpaumnen Tomy cnyxaT cobbliTusi nocneaHero nepmoaa.

ApnsokaT AHgpen MovanoB y3Han O TOM, YTO €ro NUWKIK cTaTyca agBokaTa elle mMecs
Hasaa, npsiMo B xode cyaebHoro npouecca, roe OH NPeacTaBnsn MHTEpPEChl KIMEHTKH,
npecnenyemMo no NonUTUYeCKM MoTMBam.? B konnernv He nocunTani Hy>HbIM UMK 3a6bInu
yBegomMuTb 06 aToM (pakte. OCHOBaHMEM NULLEHNS CTasl KOMMEHTaPWUIN, KOTOPbIA OH Aan no
neny nogsawmtHon Onbrn 3omoTapb, koTopas cooblimna, 4YTo nocne 3agepxaHust K Hew
NPUMEHSIOCb HacWUMe CO CTOPOHbl MPaBOOXPaHUTENbHbLIX OPraHoB. AucuunnvHapHas
Komuceus MmnHckom o6nacTHOM KONerMm agBokaToB coYnla KOMMEHTapuin agBokaTta 06 3Tom
HapyweHneM npodpeccrmoHanbHon aTnkn. AHgpen Mouanos B 2020 n 2021 rogy akTMBHO
3awmian B cygax XypHanucToB HE3aBMCUMbIX Meana, akTUBUCTOB, NONNT3AKMOYEHHbIX. 14
nionsa 2021 roga KesanudukaumoHHas KOMUCCUSA MO BOMPOCaM aBOKATCKON AeATeNIbHOCTH
MuHucTepcTBa OCTULUMM NUWIKNA €ro NUUEH3MM afBokata B CBSA3M C WUCKIHOYEHMEM U3
Konnermu.

B cBA3u ¢ ncknoveHnem u3 konnerum 6bin nuweH nuueH3un 1 agsokat Banepuin 3BarnHues.
B cBsa3u ¢ ucknoveHnem 13 MUHCKOM ropoaCckor KOonmerMm agBokaToB “3a cucteMaTuyeckoe
HapyleHne TpeboBaHMIA W YCIOBUN OCYLLECTBIIEHUSI aOBOKATCKOW [OEATEIIbHOCTHU,
YCTAHOBIEHHbIX 3aKoHOAAaTeNbCTBOM” Obifa nuweHa nMUEH3MM aaBoKaT C  aKTMBHOW
npodeccroHanbHOM MNosuumen, oTCcTanBalLllaa npasa XepTB HapyLlIeHWU npaB YerioBeka
EkaTepuHa XentoHora.?

KBanndukaumoHHaa KOMUCCUS MO BOMpocaM afBoKaTCKOM AesTenbHOCTM MuHucTepcTBa
tocTuumun 14 nionsa nuwmnna nuueHsun n agsokata AHToHa MawunHckoro. MNocneaHue mecsaubl
MawnHckMn 3awmwan urypaHToB MNONIMTUYECKN-MOTUBMPOBAHHbBIX Aefl, B TOM 4ucne

1 https://defenders.by/lawyers-persecution-2020
2 https://lwww.defenders.by/news/tpost/j8hhggvzgl-na-nashei-nive-vishlo-bolshoe-intervyu-s
3 http://mediazona.by/news/2021/07/15/minyst
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XypHanucTtoB. B nocnegHee Bpems MalwMHCKNIA Takke KOHCYNbTMPOBas No Aeny POCCUSAHKN
Codpun Caneru, 3agepaHHol BMecTe ¢ PomaHoM MNpoTacesuyem.
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Apggokat OmuTtpun JlaeBckuin Obinl NUWEH afBOKATCKOro cTaTyca MyTeM MCKYeHUs u3
MwuHckoM ropoackoi konnerum agsokaTtoB 9 nions 2021 roga.® PelueHne o UcknoyeHnm 6bino
npuHsaTo 8 uona 2021 roga gucumnimMHapHOn kommccuen konnermn. B Teopumn MuHcKas
ropoackasi Konnernsi agBokaTtoB — 3TO OpraH afBOKaTCKOro camMoyrnpaBreHusl, NpU3BaHHbIN
3awmaTtb npaBa CBOMX YNEHOB M HE3aBUCMMOCTb afBokaTypbl. Ha npaktuke MwuHckas
ropoackasi Konmnerms agBoKaTOB — 3TO OpraH, MYHKUWOHUPYIOWWA B 3aKOHOAATENbHbIX
pamMkax nogynHeHns MUHUCTEPCTBY HOCTULMN U MOMHOCTLIO 3aBUCUMBIN OT PEnpeccuBHOM
rocyfapctBeHHon nonuTukn®. HecnyyaiHo, 4TO pelleHne 06 UCKNoYeHun OMuTpus
NaeBckoro 6bIN0 NPUHATO U YTBEPXKOEHO B 9KCTPEHHOM MOpsAKe, NPakTUYeCcKn B TedeHue
CYTOK, U 4epe3 2 AHA Mocne orfaweHus npuroBopa no rpoMKOMY Aerny OA4HOro M3 ero
KNMeHTOB — ObIBLUEro kaHaugaTta B Npe3naeHTbl U OCHOBHOMO MOMMTUYECKOrO OMMOHEHTa
AnekcaHgpa JlykalleHKO, a HblHEe MONMTUYECKOro 3akmoveHHoro Buktopa Bbabapuko,
NMPUrOBOPEHHOTO K 14 rogam 3akmno4eHns no noMTUYECKN MOTUBMPOBAHHOMY OOBMHEHMIO B
OTMbIBaHWUM OEHer, Nony4YeHUn B3ATOK 1 YKMOHEeHUN OT ynnatbl Hanoros.’

8 wwona 2021 ropa [Omutpui JlaeBckui ydacTBoBan cpasy B [ABYX MNpPOM3BOACTBAX,
KacaloLwmxca npuBReYeHns K AMCUUMNIMHaApPHOW OTBeTCTBEHHOCTU. [lepBoe Kacanocb
cynebHoro obxanoBaHus paHee HasHaYeHHOro [MUTPUI AUCUMNIIMHAPHOW KOMUCCUEN
MwuHCKoOW ropoCKOM KOMnerMm agBokaToB BbIrOBOpA 3a MOCT B coumanbHon ceTn Facebook ¢
KOMMEHTapMeM O HeaaBHUX M3MeHeHusX B 3akoH 06 afgBokaType.® BTopoe — B pesynbTtarte
KOTOpPOro AMnTpun Obinl NCKMOYEH U3 KOMMErmn — Kacasnoch ero 3asiBNeHus, caenaHHoro Bo
BpemMa cygaa Hag Bwuktopom BabGapvko n  060CHOBbIBaKOLLEro HEBMHOBHOCTb ApYruX
06BMHSAEMbIX MO [erny, KoTopble Aanu MpuaHaTenbHble nokasaHus BO Bpewmsi npouecca.’®
MmeHHO npoueccyanbHaa nosvuma OMuTpus n peanusaums UM CBOeW MUCCUM MO 3awmTe
06BMHsAEMbIX CTana NpUYMHON Ans NLIeHWs ero npasa Ha npodeccuio.’® 17 nons 2021 roga
NaeBcknin obxanosan pelleHne ANCUUNIIMHAPHON KOMUCCUN O UCKITIOYEHUN N3 KONNernm v
ony6nmkoBan NosHbIN TEKCT CcBOel xanobwl.!

Byayun nuweHHbIM afBokaTCcKoro craTtyca, AMuTpun JlaeBCKMA HE CMOXEeT MPOAOITKUTb
3almuaTb UHTEPECHI ele OAHOro0 WM3BECTHOro MOSIMTUYECKOrO 3aKHYEHHOro WU agBokaTta
Makcuma 3Haka, cynebHoe pa3bupaTenbCTBO MO AeNny KOTOPOro HayHeTcs B Onwkavee
BpemMd. Takum obpasom, 06BUHSEMBIN B OOHOM U3 Hanbonee rpoMKMX MONUTUYECKUX OEn
NULLIEH rMaBHOIO 3aLlMTHUKA.

OMnTpun JlaeBckuin — ofHa U3 caMblX 3aMETHbIX U YHUKaNbHbIX uryp npodeccrmoHanbHoro
agBokaTckoro coobulectea B benapycu. IMUTpuiA — HE MPOCTO afBokaT, HO U MPOCBETUTENb
n nuaep MHeHun. VcknoveHne Omutpus n3d MUHCKOW FOPOACKON KOMMernn agBokaToOB He

4 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/329.htmlI?tg

5 http://www.advokat.by/news/ob-isklyuchenii-advokata-iz-chlenov-kollegii/

6 B ewe 6Gonbliein NpsIMOI 3aBUCHMOCTV OT MOMUTMKM BEnapycckoro rocydapcTBa HaxoguTes
benopycckas pecnybnukaHckas KomnnerMs agBoKaToB, OaBHO MNpOABMUramlollasl LEeH3ypy W MHble
penpeccuBHbIE MPAKTUKN B afBOKaType.

7 https://belsat.eu/en/news/06-07-2021-viktar-babaryka-sentenced-to-14-years-of-imprisonment/

8 https://humanconstanta.by/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Human-Rights-29.05-04.06-1.pdf

9 https://t.me/s/advokat_laevski

10 CmoTpute nogpobHee nosnumio 3aWuThl no OaHHOMY aeny
https://www.defenders.by/news/tpost/mkpj501331-isklyuchenie-iz-kollegii-advokatov-dlaev

11 https://t.me/advokat_laevski/215
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NPOCTO NuLaeT ero npodeccum, HO NULIAET rofioca ero Noa3alwmTHbIX, NocrneagoBaTenen u
a[iBOKaTOB C aKTUBHOW rpakaaHCKow nosuumei.?
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OMuTpuiA cTtan pynopomM He3aBMCUMbIX aaBoKaToB. AmuTtpun JlaeBckuii Ny6rMyHO roBOpUT O
cuMTyaumm C BepXOBEHCTBOM npasa B benapycu Ha nnowagkax csoero Telegram-kaHana u
Facebook-cTtpaHuubl. OH perynsapHoO nMUWET O HE3aBMCUMOCTU agBOKaTypbl U cyaebHomn
BMacTu, nNpaBe Ha IpuanYeckyto nNpodeccuio 1 npaBe Ha 3aluTy, NOBbIAs NPaBOBYIO
KynbTypy 0ObIYHbIX FpaXaaH 1 0CBe4OMMEHHOCTb MEXAYHAaPOAHOro coobLecTsa o cuTyauum
B benapycw.

Ha mexagyHapogHon koHgepeHuun “AfBokaTbl NO4 Yrpo3oi: ronoc coobwectsa” Omutpui
nogvepkmnsarn KapaTernbHyl U penpeccuBHY MOMUTUKY rocydapcTsa Mo yWeMeH o npas
a[lIBOKaTOB 1 NULLEHUIO aABOKaTypbl He3aBUCUMOCTU. X2 [IMUTPUIN TakKe U3BECTEH aKTUBHOW
3alNTON  MNOSIUTUYECKUX 3aKMOYEHHbIX. bBbIBWUMW  KaHouaaT B npe3angeHTbl  Buktop
BabGapuko,'* agBokaT Makcum 3Hak,'® pykoBoauTenb NpaBo3aliMTHOrO LeHTpa «BecHa»
Anecb Benaukuii’® — 3To nNuwwb Hanbonee pe3oHaHCHbIE U3 MHOMMX €ro Nnoa3alUnTHbIX.

OmuTtpuin JlaeBckuii He BrepBble BbIHYXXOEH MOKMHYTb psaabl 6enapycckon agsokatypbl — B
2012 rogy OH yKe oTKasblBarics OT afiBokaTcKoro cratycal’ nog AaBneHvuem BrnacTen nocne
sawmTbl Anecs Bensukoro.*® BecHon 2021 roga Omutpuio 6bin 06baBreH BbIrOBOP 3a
nybnn4yHoe BbIpaXXeHMe UM CBOEro MHeHUst 06 M3MEHEHMsX B 3akoHOAATenbCTBO 00
anBokaType,!® a ero maTb M npenogasaTenbHULA MPaXOAHCKOrO Mpasa Ha pUONYECKOM
dakynbTeTe benapycckoro rocygapcTtBeHHOro yHuBepcuteta EneHa JlaeBckas nuwimnach
paboTbl MO MNONUTUYECKUM MOTUBAM. >0

WckniodeHne [Omutpus JlaeBckoro w3 Konnermm apBoKaTOB SBMSETCS  NONUTUYECKM
MOTMBUPOBAHHbLIM, JNULWIAET €ro BO3MOXHOCTU WCMNOSMHATL CBOM NpodeCcCUoHanbHble
0643aHHOCTM M OCTaBMsET XEepTB MNONMUTUYECKUX pernpeccuii 6e3 npasa Ha 3almTy.?!
HecMOTps Ha NMOCTOSIHHYHKO Yrpo3y MONIMTUYECKUX penpeccun, GecnpeueaeHTHbI YPOBEHb
LeH3Yypbl Y KOHTPOSIS, MHOrONEeTHEE AaBIEHNE Ha HEro N ero CEMbIO CO CTOPOHbI Genapycckmnx
Bnacrten OmuTtpui JlaeBckuii cMeno B3sif Ha cebsi HOLY OTKPbLITOrO U MOCneAoBaTENbHOMO
NHPOPMMPOBaAHMA HaceneH1s 0 cuTyaLmmn B npodeccuoHansHoOM agBoKaTCKOM coobuiecTse,
npobnemax 3aKkOHOTBOPYECTBA M NPABONPUMEHEHUS], MONUTUYECKOM NpecnefoBaHun CBOMX
KNWEHTOB W Konner.

Bo Bpemsa 47-n ceccum Coseta OOH no npasam 4enoseka 6 uonsg 2021 yyacTHUKK
napannenbHoro MexayHapoaHOro meponpuaTtus “AdBokaTbl Mo Yrpo3OW:  ycureHue
npecrnefoBaHnsa afaBokaTypbl B Benapycu” roBopunu o ycunuBalowemcs OaBneHUun Ha
a[BOKaTOB M 0bcyxxaganu cutyaumio OmuTpus JlaeBckoro,0TMeyas, YTo 4eNCTBUS BNacTen no
OTHOLLEHUIO K HEMy CTaHyT “nakmycoBon Oymaxkon” Ang noHMMaHust macwtaboB wu

12 hitps://Inews.zerkalo.io/life/501.html?c

13 https://www.facebook.com/laevski.by/posts/4385319821479564

14 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/victar-babaryka

15 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/maksim-znak

16 http://spring96.org/ru/news/49296

17 https://t.me/s/advokat_laevski

18 hitps://naviny.online/rubrics/society/2012/06/19/ic_articles 116 178222

19 https://Ireform.by/215484-advokatu-laevskomu-objavili-vygovor

20 https://reform.by/217249-s-elenoj-laevskoj-syn-kotoroj-zashhishhaet-babariko-ne-prodlili-kontrakt-v-
bgu; https://www.hfhr.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Submission-on-lawyers-and-HRDs EN.pdf
21 http://spring96.org/ru/news/102874
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CUCTEMHOCTM penpeccuii B OTHOLUEHMM Genapycckoro afBokaTCKoro cooblecTsa.?
OnaceHus onpaBganuce. JlMweHne 0gHOro U3 caMblX M3BECTHBIX M NYGNMYHbIX Genapycckmx
afBoKaToB MpaBa Ha npodeccuto cTano OKOH4YaTellbHbIM MPU3HAKOM Kpaxa MnpaBOBOM
CUCTEMbI U HE3aBMCUMOWN aaBoOKaTypbl B CTpaHe, TpelywmM He3ameanMTenbHOM peakumm
MeXOyHapOAHOro coobLecTsa.
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MbI Npu3biBaeM BCeX, KTO BEPUT B LIEHHOCTV BEPXOBEHCTBA NpaBa, Bblpa3uTb CONMAAPHOCTb
¢ [Omutpvem JlaeBckMM W OpyrMMM  afBoOKaTamy, BbIMNOMHSIOWMMA  MUCCUIO MO
BOCCTAHOBIEHMIO MpaBabl M CNpaBea/IMBOCTM, a Takke Mo  MpeaoTBpalleHuto
TpaHcdopMaLMKM 3aKOHa B UHCTPYMEHT aBTOPUTaAPHOMN MONUTUKA.

Mbl npr3biBaemM OCyauTb KaK akTbl MONIMTUYECKOrO NpecnefoBaHns peleHns 06 NCKNYeHnmn
a[BOKaTOB, NPUHATLIE 3a nocnegHne 10 mecsiueB Benopycckom pecnybnmkaHcKon Konnernem
agBokaToB, MuMHCKOM ropoAckol Konnerven apBokaTtoB, MuHCkor obnacTHom Konnerven
adBOKaTOB, a TaKkKe pPEeLIeHUd O NULIEHUN NuueH3nn KeanuumkauymoHHOM KOMUCCUM MO
BOonpocamM adBoOKaTCKon gesaTtenbHocTM MuHucTtepctBa tocTvunn. Mbl Takke npuabiBaem
npekpaTuTb COTPYOHUYECTBO C PYKOBOOSALUMMMU OpraHamMu BbllLeYyKa3aHHbIX KOMNNerun B ux
HblHELWHEM COCTaBe B CBS3W C BbIMNOMHEHWEM PENPECCUBHbLIX  (PYHKUMA, U  He
nermTMMM3nMpoBaTb MX Kak nNpeacTtaBnsoWmMX WHTepechbl 6enapycckux apgBokaToB A0
MOMEHTA, B KOTOPOM WX AEUCTBUSA MOXHO OyAeT MpusHaTh Kak peanbHO OTCTamBaroLime
HEe3aBMCUMMOCTb aBOKaTYpbl.

Mbl npuabiBaeM oOkasaTb noagepXky nuyHo Omutputo Jlaesckomy, AHgpeto Moyanosy,
ExkatepuHe >XenToHore u BCEM MHbIM FULIEHHLIM MPOMEeccUn 3a akTUBHYIO MO3ULNIO U
BblpaXXeHWe MHeHUs afBokaTam, BKMYas Haxogdwlerocs B CreACTBEHHOM M30nsTope
BPEMEHHOIO COAEpKaHUSA afgBoKaTa M NONUTUYECKOro 3akntoyeHHoro Makcma 3Haka.

22 https://www.icj.org/un-side-event-lawyers-under-threat-increasing-suppression-of-the-legal-

profession-in-belarus/; https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1li/k1li6uzg2ks
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Statement on the mounting repression against Belarusian lawyers and the disbarment
of Dmitriy Laevski
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Since peaceful protests in Belarus erupted in 2020, following the presidential election
condemned by the international community, the law in Belarus has been turned into a tool of
oppression, and lawyers — into victims of political persecution. Lawyers, who express views
contrary to those of the government or represent peaceful protestors or opposition leaders in
courts, face constant pressure. Repressions against law practitioners take multiple forms —
including criminal persecution, administrative arrests, punitive disciplinary proceedings. In a
span of ten months, more than twenty Belarusian lawyers, who took an active political and
civic stance, have been deprived of the right to practice their profession.?

To our utmost regret, we must acknowledge the fact that key self-governing bodies of lawyers
have become the implementers of censorship and political repressions, taking it upon
themselves to “purge the ranks” of lawyers from “undesirable elements.” Recent events serve
as an example of such policies.

Lawyer Andrei Machalou learnt of his disbarment a month ago, in the middle of a court hearing,
where he represented the interests of a client, persecuted on political grounds.?* The bar
association did not notify him of the disbarment or did not consider it necessary to do so. The
ground for the disbarment was the lawyer’'s comment in the case of Olha Zalatar, who reported
violence from the law enforcement officials. The disciplinary commission of the bar association
considered the lawyer's comment to be in breach of professional ethics. In 2020 and 2021
Andrey Machalau was active in defending the rights of journalists, activists, and political
prisoners. On 14 July 2021, the Qualification Commission under the auspices of the Ministry
of Justice has disbarred him based on the bar association’s expulsion decision.

Another lawyer Valeriy Zvyagintsev was disbarred on the same grounds. Based on the
expulsion decision of the Minsk City Bar Association lawyer with an active civic stance
Katsyaryna Zheltonoga, who was representing victims of human rights violations, was
disbarred “for systematic violations of requirements and conditions of the legal practice,
established by the law."?®

On 14 July 2021, lawyer Anton Gashinskiy was disbarred by the decision of the Qualification
Commission under the auspices of the Ministry of Justice. In the past months, Gashinskiy was
representing the interests of defenders in politically motivated cases, including journalists.
Recently Gashinskiy was representing the interests of Sophia Sapego, arrested together with
Raman Pratasevich.?®

Lawyer Dmitriy Laevski was disbarred by the decision of the Minsk City Bar Association on 9
July 2021.2” The decision on disbarment was taken by the disciplinary commission of the bar
association on 8 July 2021. In theory, the Minsk City Bar Association is a self-governing body
of lawyers, tasked with protecting the rights of its members and the independence of the legal
profession. In practice, the Minsk City Bar Association is a body, functioning within strict
legislative limits of complete subordination to the Ministry of Justice and fully dependent on

23 https://defenders.by/lawyers-persecution-2020

24 https://lwww.defenders.by/news/tpost/j8hhggvzgl-na-nashei-nive-vishlo-bolshoe-intervyu-s
25 http://mediazona.by/news/2021/07/15/minyst

26 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/329.html?tg

27 http://www.advokat.by/news/ob-isklyuchenii-advokata-iz-chlenov-kollegii/
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the state’s repressive policies.? It is hardly a coincidence that the decision on expelling Dmitriy
Laevski was urgently taken within one day and only two days after a verdict was announced
in the high-profile case of one of his clients Viktar Babaryka — ex-presidential candidate, key
political opponent of Alexander Lukashenko and now a political prisoner. Viktar Babaryka was
sentenced to 14 years in prison for politically motivated charges of money laundering, bribing,
and tax evasion.?®
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On 8 July 2021, Dmitriy Laevski participated in two disciplinary proceedings. The first
concerned the judicial appeal to the previously made decision of the disciplinary commission
of the Minsk City Bar Association on reprimanding Dmitriy for his Facebook post, commenting
about the recent amendments to the Law on Legal Practice.*° The second one — as a result
of which Dmitriy was eventually disbarred — concerned the statement made during Viktar
Babaryka’s hearing, which hinted at the innocence of Babaryka’s co-defendants, who pleaded
guilty during the trial.®! It is precisely Dmitriy’s procedural position and the realization of his
legal defense mission that became the ground for his disbarment.®2 On 17 July 2021, Laevski
appealed the decision of the disciplinary commission and published the full text of his appeal .3

Being deprived of his license, Dmitriy Laevski cannot proceed to represent the interests of
another high-profile political prisoner and lawyer Maksim Znak, whose trial is about to
commence. Due to the disbarment, the defendant in one of the most resonant political cases
has been deprived of his main defender.

Dmitriy Laevski is one of the most prominent and unique figures in the Belarusian legal
community. Dmitriy is not just a lawyer but an educator and an opinion leader. His disbarment
from the Minsk City Bar Association does not only deprive him of his profession — it also
deprives his clients, followers, and lawyers with an active civic stance .3

Dmitriy Laevski publicly speaks about the situation of the rule of law in Belarus on the platforms
of his Telegram channel and Facebook page. He regularly and extensively writes on the topics
of independence of the judiciary and lawyers’ community, the right to pursue a legal
profession, and the right to defense, enhancing the level of legal culture among citizens and
raising awareness of the international community about the situation in Belarus. During the
international conference “Lawyers Under Threat: the Voice of the Community” Dmitriy
highlighted punitive and repressive state policies of violating lawyers’ rights and depriving the
legal community of its independence.® Dmitriy is also renowned for actively representing
political prisoners in court. Ex-presidential candidate Viktar Babaryka,®® lawyer Maksim
Znak,*” the head of human rights center “Viasna” Ales Bialiatski*® are only the most resonant
of his many clients.

28 The Republican Bar Association is influenced by the state policies even more directly. It has long
been promoting censorship and other repressive practices in its activities.

29 https://belsat.eu/en/news/06-07-2021-viktar-babaryka-sentenced-to-14-years-of-imprisonment/

30 https://humanconstanta.by/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Human-Rights-29.05-04.06-1.pdf

31 https://t.me/s/advokat_laevski

32 See more on the defense position in the case at: https://www.defenders.by/news/tpost/mkpj501331-
isklyuchenie-iz-kollegii-advokatov-dlaev

33 https://t.me/advokat_laevski/215

34 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/501.html?c

35 https://www.facebook.com/laevski.by/posts/4385319821479564

36 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/victar-babaryka

37 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/maksim-znak

38 http://spring96.org/ru/news/49296
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It is not the first time when Dmitriy Laevski is forced to leave the bar association — in 2012 he
already left his post as a lawyer®® under pressure from Belarusian authorities, following his
defense of Ales Bialiatski.*® In spring 2021 Dmitriy was reprimanded for publicly expressing
his views on the amendments to the Law in Legal Practice,** while his mother Elena
Laevskaya — a professor of civil law at Belarusian State University’s Law Faculty — lost her job
on political grounds.*?
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The disbarment of Dmitriy Laevski is politically motivated, aimed at preventing him from
performing his professional duties and depriving the victims of political repressions of their
right to defense.*® Despite the constant threat of political repressions, the unprecedented level
of censorship and control, the long-standing pressure exerted on him and his family, Dmitriy
Laevski has courageously undertaken the burden of consistently and openly informing the
public about the state of affairs in the legal community, the problems with the law and its
implementation, the political persecution of his clients and colleagues.

During the 47th UN Human Rights Council session on 6 July 2021 the participants of an
international side event “Lawyers Under Threat: Increasing Suppression of the Legal
Profession in Belarus” spoke of the mounting pressure on Belarusian lawyers, discussed
Dmitriy Laevski’s situation, and noted that the actions of Belarusian authorities in his respect
would become a “limitus test” to understand the scope and systematic character of repressions
against the legal community in Belarus at large.** The concerns of the international community
have materialized. The deprivation of one of the most prominent and public Belarusian lawyers
of the right to practice his profession has become the ultimate sign of the collapse of the legal
system and independent law practice in the country, requiring immediate action of the
international community.

We call upon on all stakeholders who believe in the values of the rule of law to stand in
solidarity with Dmitriy Laevski and other lawyers, who perform the mission of bringing truth
and justice, which he represents, as well as preventing the transformation of law into the tool
of authoritarian policies.

We call to condemn the disbarment decisions taken by the Republican Bar Association, the
Minsk City Bar Association, Minsk Region Bar Association, and the Qualification Commission
under the auspices of the Ministry of Justice in the past 10 months as acts of political
persecution. We also call to cease all cooperation with the governing bodies of such
organizations and not to legitimize them as representatives of the Belarusian legal community
until such time, when their actions can be qualified as representing independent lawyers.

We call upon to personally support Dmitriy Laevski, Andrei Machalou, Katsyaryna Zheltonoga,
and other Belarusian lawyers disbarred on political grounds, including lawyer and political
prisoner Maksim Znak, who remains in detention.

39 https://t.me/s/advokat_laevski

40 https://naviny.online/rubrics/society/2012/06/19/ic_articles 116 178222

41 https://reform.by/215484-advokatu-laevskomu-objavili-vygovor

42 https://reform.by/217249-s-elenoj-laevskoj-syn-kotoroj-zashhishhaet-babariko-ne-prodlili-kontrakt-v-
bgu; https://www.hfhr.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Submission-on-lawyers-and-HRDs EN.pdf

43 http://spring96.org/ru/news/102874

44 https://www.icj.org/un-side-event-lawyers-under-threat-increasing-suppression-of-the-legal-
profession-in-belarus/; https://media.un.org/en/asset/kli/k1i6uzg2ks
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THE STATEMENT WAS SIGNED / 3AABNNEHUE NOAMUCAIJIN:
Authors of the statement / ABTOpbI 3aABfeHUA:

e Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights / XenbcuHkckuii ooHA MO NpaBaM YerioBeka,
MonbLia

e Article 19, United Kingdom / Aptuknb 19, BennkobputaHus

e World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), Switzerland / BcemvpHas opraH1saums
npoTMB NbITOK, LLBenuapus

e Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE), Belgium / CoseT topnandeckmx
n agBokaTckux coobuiects EBponekl, benbrus

Bar associations, legal communities and individual lawyers / Accounaunu agBOKaTOB,
npaBoBble coobuwecTBa U MHAMBUAYarbHble KPUCTLI:

e European Bars Federation, France / EBponerickas enepauns agsokatos, GpaHuus

e Foundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer, the Netherlands / ®oHg “[leHb agBokaTa B
onacHocTn,” HnoepnaHnabl

e Portuguese Bar Association, Portugal / Accouvauma apsokatoB [lopTyranuu,
MopTyranus

e German Federal Bar, Germany / ®egepanbHaa accoumauunsa agBokaToB [fepmaHum,
"epmaHus

e European Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL), Belgium / EBponeickast accoupnaumsi
topuctoB, benbrus

e Polish Bar Council, Poland / CoseT agBokaTtoB lNonbiun, MNonbwa

e Lawyers’ community “Attorneys United,” Ukraine / Apgsokatckoe ob6beguHeHue
“Attorneys United,” YkpaunHa

e Lawyers for Lawyers, the Netherlands / AgBokaTbl Ans agBokaTtoB, HugepnaHgpl

e Lithuanian Bar Association, Lithuania / Accounaunsa agsokaTtoB JInTBbl, Jlntsa

e Lawyers’ community “Attorneys United,” Ukraine / ApBokaTckoe o06beanHeHune
“Attorneys United,” YkpaunHa

e Fabula Bar Association, Ukraine / AaBokatckoe o6beanHeHne ®abyna, YkpavHa

e NOVUM Bar Association, Ukraine / AgBokaTckoe oobeauHeHne "HOBYM," YkpanHa

e Lawyer's Voice (Golosadvokata.ru), Russia / lonoc agsokata (Golosadvokata.ru),
Poccusa

e Monitoring Committee on Attacks on Lawyers, International Association of People's
Lawyers (IAPL), France / MOHUTOPWHIOBLIA KOMUTET MO aTakam Ha agBOKaToB,
MexgyHapogHas accoumnaums HapogHbIX agBokaToB, PpaHuns

e Human Rights Committee of the German Bar Association (Deutscher Anwaltverein,
DAV), Germany / KomuTeT no npaBam 4enoBeka Accoumnaumm agsokatoB ['epmaHuu,
repmaHus

e President of the European Bars Federation (FBE) Human Rights Commission Artur
Wierzbicki, Poland / lMNMpe3naeHT EBponerickon edepauumn accoumalmii agBoKaToB
ApTyp Bexbuukn, MNMonblua

e Chair of Human Rights Committee National Bar Attorneys of Law Barttomiej Tkacz,
Poland / MNMpeacenatens koMnTeTa No npaBaM venoBeka HaumoHanbHOM accoumaumm
npaBoBbIX COBETHMKOB BapTtonomen Tkau, NonbLa

e President of the National Bar Council of Attorneys-at-Law Witodzimierz Chroéscik,
Poland / Tlpe3ngeHT HaunoHanbHOro coBeTa NpaBOBbIX COBETHUKOB Brogumex
Xpywuuk, MNMonbla
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e Head of Odesa chapter of the Ukrainian union of pro bono lawyers E. Karamzina,

Ukraine / Pykosogutenb Ogecckoro o6ocobneHHoro nogpasgenenns BeceykpanHckoro

obbeanHeHnss agBOKaToOB, OKasblBalowWMX OecnnaTHyld MNpaBoOBYyK  MOMOLLb

E.FO.KapmasuHa, YkpaunHa

Lawyer Gennadiy Okolov, Russia / Ageokat 'eHHagui Okonos, Poccus

Lawyer Pavel Maramygin, Ukraine / AgsokaT NaBen MapambirnH, YkpavHa

Lawyer Irina Birykova, Russia / AaBokaTt VpuHa BuptokoBa, Poccus

Human rights activist Valentina Cherevatenko, Russia / AKTuBucTtka B cdepe npas

yernoeeka BaneHTtuHa YepeBaTeHko, Poccus

Lawyer Oksana Muravska, Ukraine / AgokaT OkcaHa MypaBcbka, YKkpanHa

Lawyer Sergey Semenov, Ukraine / Agsokat Cepren CemeHoB, YkpanHa

e Senior partner of lawyers association “Perfection” A. Rybak, Ukraine / Crtapwwun
napTHep agBokaTckoro o6veanHeHus “lNepdekums” A.B.Poibak, YkpanHa

e Lawyer A. Tiprova / AgeokaTt A.H. Tunposa, YkpaunHa

Judge of Korolevski district court of Zhytomir Konstantin Shalota, Ukraine / Cygbs

Koponésckoro parioHHoro cyga ropoga >Kutomupa KoHctaHTuH LanoTa, YkpauHa

Lawyer Vladislav Kochmar / Ageokat Koumap Bnagucnas, YkpaunHa

Lawyer Andrey Ragulin, Russia / Aasokat AHgpen ParynuH, Poccus

Lawyer T, Belarus / AgsokaTt T, Benapycb

Lawyer Amgalan Baldantseren, Russia / AgBokat AmranaH bangaHuapaH, Poccus

Lawyer Natalia Anuyrova, Russia / Agokat Hatanbsa AHtopoBa, Poccus

Lawyer M. Zakharova, Ukraine / Agokat M.B. 3axapoea, YkpaunHa

Lawyer Y. Simonova, Ukraine / AgsokaT A.H. CumoHoBa, YkpaunHa

Lawyer of “Oleg Spiny and partners” Attorneys-at-law Oleg Spiny, Ukraine / AgBokaT

agBokatckoro 6topo “CnuHy Oner v napTHepbl,” agBokat Oner CnvHy, YkpavnHa

Lawyer D, Belarus / Agsokat [1, Benapycb

Lawyer Yury Gusakov, Russia / AgsokaTt HOpwui N'ycakos, Poccus

Lawyer Svetlana Popova, Ukraine / Anokat CeeTnaHa llonosa, YkpavHa

Attorney-at-law at Kancelaria Radcow Prawnych Gratus s.c. wspélnik Magdalena

Witkowska, Poland / ApBokaT (npaBoBOW COBETHMK), coBragernel KaHuenspum

npaBoBbIX coBeTHMKOB Gratus, MarganeHa BuTtkoBcka, NMonblwa

e Lawyer at OIRP Gdansk Robert Springer, Poland / AgBokaTt (NpaBOBOW COBETHWK)
PobGepT CnpuHrep, MNMonblua

e Attorney at Law Michat Mystowski, Poland / AgsokaT (nmpaBoBon coBeTHUK) Mwuxan
MebicnoBcku, MNonbwa

e Attorney at Law Karol Dworzecki, Poland / AgBokat (npaBoBon coBeTHUK) Kapon
[Boxeukn, NonbLua

e Attorney at Law Magdalena Bartosiewicz, Poland / AgBokaT (MpaBOBOW COBETHUK)
MarganeHa bapTtocesuy, lNMosnbLwa

e Attorney at Law Dariusz Myk, Poland / agsokaT (npaBoBon coBeTHUK) dapuyw Mbik,
MonbLwa

e Lawyer Elvira Tarasova, Russia/ OnbBupa TapacoBa, agsokaTt, Poccus
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Civil society organizations / opraHusauum rpaxaaHCcKoro o6uiecrea:

e Center for Civil Liberties, Ukraine / LieHTp rpaxgaHckux csobog, YkpanHa

e Centre for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights, Russia / LeHTp
pasBUTUSA AeMOKpaTuUM 1 npae Yyernoseka, Poccus

e Netherlands Helsinki Committee, the Netherlands / HnaepnaHackuin XenbCUHKCKNIA
komuTeT, HnaepnaHabl

e Human rights center “Viasna,” Belarus / NpaBo3awutHbIn LeHTp “BecHa,” Benapycb

e Belarusian Helsinki Committee, Belarus, benopycckuin XenbcuHKckuin KomuTer,
benapycb
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e Human Rights Embassy, Moldova / NoconbecTBo npas yenoseka, Mongosa

e Civil initiative against lawlessness in judicial and prosecutorial bodies, Belarus /
paxkaaHckasn nHMumMaTuBa NpoTnB 6e33akoHus B cyaax u npokypaType, benapycb

e Kaluga movement “For Human Rights,” Russia / Kanyxckoe gswxeHue “3a npaea
yenoseka,” Poccus

e Legal Policy Research Centre, Kazakhstan / LleHTp wccnegoBaHusi MpaBOBOW
nonuTukn, KazaxcraH

e Helsinki Citizens' Assembly Vanadzor, Armenia / XenbCUHCKUI TpaXOAaHCKUIA LIEHTP
BaHagsop, ApmeHus
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e Social Action Centre, Ukraine / LleHTp “CoumnansHoe Oenctaue,” YkpanHa

e Public Verdict Foundation, Russia / ®oHg “O6wecTBeHHbIN BEpAUKT,” Poccus

e Freedom Now, United States / Ceobogy cendac, CLLUA

e Human Rights Center of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan / [lpaBo3alWwMTHbIN LEHTP
AszepbangxaHa, AzepbangxaH

e Human Rights in Mental Health - FGIP, Netherlands/Lithuania/Bulgaria/Georgia/Sri
Lanka / MNpaBa yenoseka B MeHTarIbHOM 340pO0BbE,
HupepnaHabl/Jiutea/bonrapus/lpysus/Lpu JlaHka

e Fundacja Dobra Wola, Poland / ®oHa “Oo6pag Bons,” MNMonbLua

e Human Right Clinic, Ukraine / FOpugunyeckas KnuHuka npae YenoBeka, YKpanHa

e Human Rights Center, Georgia / LleHTp npaB 4enoseka, [py3ns

e Dutch League for Human Rights (president Symone Gaasbeek-Wielinga), the

Netherlands / HugepnaHackas nura npaB 4venoBeka (npe3vaeHT CumoH [aachek-

BenwuHra), HngepnaHabl

Citizens' Watch, Russia / 'paxxgaHckuii koHTponb, Poccus

e Public Association “Dignity,” Kazakhstan / lNMybnuyHaa accoumauus “doCTOMHCTBO,”
KasaxcraH

e Homiel Strategic Litigation Center, Belarus / FOMenbCKnin LEHTP CcTpaTernyeckomn
TshkObl, Benapycb

e Hrodna Children’s Hospice, Belarus / 'pogHeHcknin geTckum xocnuc, benapycb

Identity and Law, Belarus / MUgeHTuuHOCTb 1 npaBo, benapycb

Social information center “TimeAct,” Belarus / CouunanbHO-MHpOPMaLMOHHOE

yupexpaeHnue “TanmAkT,” Benapych

TUT.BY, Belarus / TUT.BY, Benapycb

Dapamoga, Lithuania / Janamora, Jlutea

Human Rights Center ZMINA , Ukraine / LleHTp npaBs yenoseka “ZMINA,” YkpaunHa

International center of civil initiatives “Our Home,” Belarus, Lithuania / MexgyHapoaHbin

LEHTp rpaxgaHckmx nHnunatue “Haw Jom,” Benapyco, Jintea

Citizens Network Watchdog, Poland / CoobLecTBO rpaxxgaHcKkoro koHTpons, MNonbLua

e Belarusian Association of Journalists, Belarus / benopycckaa accounaumsi
XypHanucTos, benapycb

e Human Rights House Foundation (HRHF), Norway / ®oHa [JomoB npaB 4enoseka,
Hopgerus

e Charity organization “Polesse Kindness,” Belarus (in exile) / bnarotBopuTtenbHas
opranunsaums “lNonecckasn JobpoTta,” benapyck (B narHaHunm)

e Legal Education Society, Azerbaijan / O6wecTtBo npaBoBoro o06pa3oBaHus,
AszepbangxaH

Communities of Belarusians abroad / coobwecTBa 6enapycoB 3a py6exom:
e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Israel / BuxeHune conungapHoctu “Pasam,” N3pannb
e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Germany / [OBwkeHue conugapHoctn “Pasam,”
"epmaHus
e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Spain / [lBmxeHune conugapHocTtn “Pasam,” MicnaHms
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e People’s Embassy of Belarus in Estonia, Estonia / HapogHoe noconectBo Benapycu
B OCTOHMK, DCTOHUSA

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Spain, Spain / HapogHoe noconbctBo benapycu B
Wcnanun, Ncnanums

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Brazil, Brazil / HapogHoe noconbctBo Benapycu B
bpasunuu, bpasunus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in the Netherlands, the Netherlands / HapogHoe
noconbcTBO benapycu B Hupepnavgax, Huoepnangpl

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Germany, Germany / HapogHoe noconbCTBO
Benapycu B N'epmaHun, Nepmanus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Ireland, Ireland / HapogHoe noconbctBo benapycu B
Wpnanguun, Npnangms

e Community of Belarusian diasporas “Belarusians abroad,” Germany / CoobwecTBo
©enapyckux gruacnop “benapycbl 3apybexbs,” epmaHus

e Belarusian Diaspora in Austria, Austria / benapycckas gnacnopa B ABCTpumn, ABCTpus

e Belarusians of Belgium, Belgium / Benapycsl benbrun, Benbrus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Austria, Austria / HapogHoe noconbctBo benapycu B
AscTpun, ABctpus

e |Initiative IHelpBelarus.org, Canada / nimumatumea IHelpBelarus.org, KaHaga

e Community of Belarusians in Paris, France / CoobwecTtBo 6enapycos B [Napwuxe,
®dpaHuma

e Belarusian Canadian Alliance, Canada / AnbsiHc 6enapycoB KaHagbl, KaHaga

e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Catalonia, Spain / [JeumxeHue convaapHocTtun “Pasam,”
KaTtanonusa, Ncnanus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Slovenia, Slovenia/ HapogHoe noconsctso benapycu
B CnoseHun, CnoBeHus

e Professional Union of Belarusians in Britain (PUBB), United Kingdom /
MpodeccrmoHanbHbIN coto3 6enapycos B bputaHuu, Benukobputanus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Sweden, Sweden / HapogHoe noconbcTBo benapycu
B LUBeuuu, LBeyuns

e Association of Belarusians in Pomerania, Poland / Accoumauus GenapycoB
MomepaHuu, MonbLua

e Community of Belarusians of Savoies, France / Coo6wecTtBo 6enapycos Casonu,
®dpaHung

e Association of Belarusians in Italy “Supolka,” Italy / Accoumnaumnsa 6enapycos B tanuun
“Cynonka,” Utanua

e Belarusian-Swiss Association “Razam,” Switzerland / Benapyccko-LiBenyapckas
accoumauus “Pasam,” LLeenuapus

e Maja Valgevene MTU, Estonia / HKO "Valgevene maja", obbeanHeHne auacnopsi
GenapycoB OCTOHWUW, OCTOHUS
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